GEORGE THE THIRD
Correggio was half so lovely and expressive.' She was invited
to the royal birthday celebrations, which according to Horace
Walpole c" exceeded the splendour of Haroun Alrascliid and the
" Arabian Nights ",' on June 4th, 1761.
At one of the Drawing Rooms the King took Lady Susan
Strangways aside* She was the Lady Sarah's dearest friend, and
he doubtless knew that whatever he said would be passed on
to his lady-love.
' His Majesty . . . asked her in a whisper if she did not think the
Coronation [would be] a much fairer sight if there was a queen.
She said " Yes." He then asked her if she did not know somebody
who would grace that ceremony in the propcrest manner. At
this she was much embarrassed, thinking he meant herself; but
he went on and said, " I mean your friend, Lady Sarah Lennox.
Tell her so, and let me have her answer the next Drawing Room
day."
On a later occasion he had another conversation with Lady
Susan Strangways.
They talk of a wedding. There have been many proposals, but
I think an English match would be better than a foreign one. Pray
tell Lady Sarah I say so.
No one will probably ever know why the Lady Sarah Lennox
was so reluctant to yield to the King's overtures. Some said
that she had lost her heart to the young Lord Newbattle, who
later became the Marquis of Lothian; but when she did marry
her choice fell on Sir Charles Bunbury, a sporting baronet whose
patronage of Turf and Ring made him the Lord Lonsdale of
his times; and her second husband was the Honourable George
Napier, by whom she had two famous sons—Sir William, the
historian of the Peninsula War, and Sir Charles, the Conqueror
of Scinde.
The Lady Sarah's delay in giving the King an answer proved
fatal. When the Dowager-Princess learnt that the young couple
were seen frequently in each other's company she took alarm:
such a marriage must never take place. Bute was probably won
over to her way of thinking; and it is easy to picture the two
of them * lecturing' the young King on the inadvisability of
marrying a subject's daughter, and on his duty to find a wife
among the princesses of Germany, The combination was too
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